Alterations in lipid characteristics of lysosomes are involved in liver necrosis induced by thioacetamide.
To determine whether lysosomal lipid composition is altered in hepatic necrosis, we studied this parameter in thioacetamide-induced necrosis and in its regenerating stage as well as in the recovery of thioacetamide-induced injury. Results showed that in liver necrosis there is an increase in the protein and phospholipid lysosomal contents. This effect may be related to an increased number of lysosomes. These organelles also suffered a decrease in cholesterol content. When liver necrosis was recovered either pharmacologically or spontaneously all three parameters recovered their normal values. These results suggest that lysosomes and their lipid composition play a role in progression of hepatic necrosis.